95. TAXI CABS

95.01. Definitions. Subdivision 1. As used in this chapter the foll owi ng words and
phrases shall have the neani ngs ascribed to them

Subd. 2. "Cab stand" neans a public place alongside the curb of a street or el sewhere,
in the city, which has been designated by the council as reserved exclusively for the use
of taxicabs. A cab stand nay be designated by the council as "open" to all taxicabs, or
"closed" to all taxicabs except the taxicabs of one certain taxicab franchi se hol der

Subd. 3. "Manifest" means a daily record prepared by a taxicab driver showing all trips
made by the driver at the tine and place of origin, destination, number of passengers,
and the anmpbunt of fare of each trip.

Subd. 4. "Rate card" nmeans a card issued by the city clerk for display in each taxicab
whi ch contains the rates of fare then in force.

Subd. 5. "Taxicab" neans a notor vehicle regularly engaged in the business of carrying
passengers and their luggage for hire having a seating capacity of |ess than nine
passengers and not operated on a fixed route.

Subd. 6. "Taxineter" means a neter instrument or device attached to a taxi cab which
nmeasures mechanically the distance driven and the waiting tine upon which the fare is
based.

Subd. 7. "Wiiting time" neans the tinme when a taxicab is not in notion fromthe tine of
acceptance of a passenger or passengers to the tine of discharge, but does not include
any time that the taxicab is not in notion if due to any cause other than the request,
act or fault of a passenger or passengers.

Subd. 8. "Wheelchair cab" means a taxicab specifically equipped to provide for the
carryi ng of passengers confined to wheel chairs.

95.02. Application. This chapter shall apply to any conpany hol ding a franchise from
the city to operate taxicabs in the city.

95.03. Service Required. Any franchisee shall render an overall service to the public
desiring to use taxicabs and to this end shall mamintain a central place of business in
the city and keep the sanme open 24 hours a day for the purpose of receiving calls and
di spat chi ng cabs. Franchi sees shall have a m ni mum of 15 taxi cabs, own and operate the
t axi cabs, and shall not |ease any taxicab to an independent contractor. Franchisees
shall answer all calls received for taxicab service within the linmts of the city as soon
as it can do so and if such service cannot be rendered within a reasonable time, it shal
then notify the prospective passengers how long it will be before the call can be
answered and give the reason therefor. Refusal to accept a call anywhere in the linits
of the city at any time when the grantee has avail abl e cabs, or failure or refusal to
gi ve overall service shall constitute a violation of this chapter and the council, for
such refusal or failure, may in its discretion, suspend or revoke the of fender's
franchi se

95.04. Insurance or Bond Requirenents. Subdivision 1. Before any franchi see operates
any taxicab it shall secure and during the termof the franchise, maintain in force at

all times, a liability insurance policy covering each vehicle operated as a taxicab
having limts of not |less than $100, 000.00 for bodily injury to any one person, not |ess
t han $300, 000.00 for injuries to nore than one person which are sustained in the same
acci dent, and not |ess than $50,000.00 for property damage resulting fromany one
accident. Said policy of insurance shall inure to the benefit of any person who shall be
i njured or who shall sustain danage to property proximately caused by the negligence of
the grantee, its servants or agents. A copy of said policy of insurance or a certificate
of such insurance shall be filed in the office of the city clerk. Such insurance shal

be carried with an i nsurance conpany authorized to do business in the State of

M nnesot a.

Subd. 2. The grantee may file, in lieu of a policy or certificate of insurance, an
i ndermi ty bond or bonds having as surety thereon, a surety comnpany authorized to do



business in the State of Mnnesota. Said bond or bonds shall conformto the provisions
of this section relating to insurance and shall be approved by the council.

95.05. Licenses. Subdivision 1. Every vehicle operated as a taxicab under the

aut hority of any franchise nmust be |licensed and signed by the mayor and city clerk and
shall be issued to specific vehicles identified as to nmake, year, nodel, serial nunber
and M nnesota registration or license nunbers required by the application forms furnished
by the city clerk. The license fee is $18.00 per year or fraction thereof for each
vehicle. Licenses shall be issued for the cal endar year and shall expire at m dni ght on
December 31 of the license year

Subd. 2. At the time each taxicab license is issued, the city clerk shall also deliver
to the grantee a license plate, the nunber of which shall be the sane as the nunber of
the license certificate issued. The license plate shall be attached to the front state
registration or license plate of the vehicle for which issued.

Subd. 3. Licenses on vehicles required fromservice may be transferred to proper
repl acenent vehicles by the city clerk upon application being made to the city clerk for
such transfer.

95.051. M srepresentation as a Taxicab. No person shall operate or

permit to be operated any vehicle, or operate or pernit to be operated any business,
using the words “taxi,” “taxicab” or “cab” w thout conmpliance with all applicable
provi sions of this Chapter.

95.06. Stand-by Vehicles. In addition to vehicles actually licensed under the
foregoi ng provisions, the franchisee shall be pernmitted to have avail abl e st and- by
taxi cabs to tenporarily replace |licensed vehicles while such |icensed vehicles are
undergoing repairs or alterations. |In order to qualify a stand- by taxicab, the grantee
shall subnmit to the city clerk the same application and information required for a
licensed vehicle, appropriately altering such application to indicate that the sane is
for a stand-by vehicle. Wen stand-by taxicabs are in use, the city taxicab license

pl ates of the licensed taxicab undergoing repairs or alterations shall be transferred to
t he repl acenent taxicab. None of the provisions of this section are to be construed as
aut horizing the operation of a taxicab on the streets of Rochester by the grantee w thout
acity taxicab license plate affixed thereto

95.07. Inspection of Vehicles. Subdivision 1. Prior to the initial use and operation
of any vehicle under the authority of any franchise, said vehicle shall be thoroughly
exam ned and i nspected by the police departnment and found to conply with all standards of
safety prescribed by the aws of the state or the city. Wen the police departnment finds
that a vehicle proposed to be used as a taxicab has nmet the standards of safety
prescribed by law, the departnment shall notify the city clerk of the fact and the city
clerk is authorized to issue a license for such vehicle upon conpliance of the grantee
with the other provisions of this chapter.

Subd. 2. Every vehicle operating under authority of any franchise shall be inspected
fromtime to time and at | east annually by the police departnment to insure the continued
mai nt enance of safe operating conditions. The operation of any vehicle which fails to
neet the standards of safety established by |aws shall be discontinued until such tine as
t he deficiency is elimnated.

95.08. Sanitation. Vehicles nust be kept in a clean and sanitary condition. Every
vehi cl e operating under authority of any franchise shall be kept in a clean and sanitary
condition both as to interior and exterior.

95.09. ldentifying Colors, etc. Each taxicab shall be painted in uniform conpany
colors, shall have an identifying top light, shall bear on the outside of at |east one
door on each side of the vehicle in painted letters and nunbers not |ess than three
inches in height the trade or firmname of the grantee and the nunber assigned to each
vehicle. Each taxicab may in addition bear an identifying synbol or design and the
actual nane of the grantee as owner.

95.10. Licensed Drivers. Each driver shall be licensed as required by the [ aws of the
state and the city, shall be neat and clean at all tines and shall wear a uniformcap and



identification badge at all times while on duty. A driver shall not wear his uniformcap
and identification badge while off duty.

95.11. Cabs to be Kept Available. Each franchisee shall keep available for service to
the public all cabs authorized to it, except those undergoi ng necessary repairs or
mai nt enance.

95.12. Cab Stands. The council may, by witten resolution, establish cab stands in
such place or places upon the streets of the city as it deens necessary for the use of
t axi cabs operated in the city. Cab stands nay be established as "open" or "cl osed"
stands and may be increased or dimnished in size, relocated, or elinmnated at any tine
in the discretion of the council

95.13. Rates of Fare. Subdivision 1. No franchisee, nor any of its agents, enployees
or drivers shall charge a greater sumfor the use of a taxicab than the suns set forth in
the rate schedule in this section.

Subd. 2. For each | oad of seven passengers or less within the territorial limts

of the city and for each such | oad between the city and the Rochester Internationa
Airport, $2.25 for the first 1/8 mle and the pro rata cost for any fraction of a mle
thereafter based on a rate of $2.25 per mle. There shall be a m ni num charge of
$3.00 for each | oad, except that a franchi see may inpose a nini nrum charge of $3.75.

Subd. 3. For waiting time, 39 cents for each mnute or fraction thereof after the first
m nut e.

Subd. 4. Wiiting tine may be charged for the time a driver actually spends assisting
t he passenger into or out of the vehicle at the point of origin and destination

Subd. 5. Al'l taxicab service shall be netered according to the rates set forth in this
section.

Subd. 6. Subject to such approval of the M nnesota public service comm ssion as nmay be
necessary, a franchi see taxi cab when not transporting passengers may deliver packages for
any person fromone point to another within the territorial linits of the city.

Subd. 7. The city clerk shall issue a rate card or schedule for each taxicab setting
forth the authorized rates of fare. This rate card shall be nounted and di spl ayed in each
taxicab at all tines in such a place as to be in plain view of all passengers
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95.14. Taxineter Required. All taxicabs shall be equipped with taxinmeters fastened in
front of the passengers, visible to themat all times, day and night; and, after sundown,
the face of the taximeter shall be illumnated. Said taxineter shall be operated
mechani cal |y by a nechani sm of standard design and construction, driven either fromthe
transm ssion or fromone of the front wheels by a flexible and permanently attached
driving mechanism They shall be sealed at all points and connections which, if
mani pul at ed, woul d affect the correct reading and recording. Each taxineter shall have
thereon a flag to denote when the vehicle is enployed and when it is not enployed; and it
shall be the duty of the driver to throw the flag of such taxineter into a nonrecording
position at the termination of each trip. The said taxinmeter shall be subject to
i nspection fromtine to tine by the police department. Any inspector or other officer of
sai d departnent is hereby authorized either on conplaint of any person or without such
conplaint to inspect any neter and, upon discovery of any inaccuracy therein, to notify
t he person operating said taxicab to cease operation. Thereupon said taxicab shall be
kept off the highways until the taxineter is repaired and in the required working
condi ti on.

95.15. Daily Manifest. Every driver of a taxicab shall maintain a daily mani fest upon
whi ch shall be recorded the time and place of origin and destination of each trip of such
t axi cab, the anobunt of the fare charged, the nanme of the driver and the |icense nunber of
the taxi cab. The manifest forns shall be furnished to the driver by the franchi see and



shall be returned daily to the franchi see by the driver at the conclusion of each tour of
duty. The franchisee shall preserve the daily manifests for a period of four years and
shal I subnmit upon request of the council or police departnment any information contained
in the mani fest forns.

95.16. Solicitation of Passengers. No person shall solicit passengers for a taxicab
except the driver of the taxicab and the driver may solicit passengers only when sitting
in the driver's conpartnent of such taxicab or while standing within three feet of the
taxi cab for which passengers are being solicited.

No driver shall solicit passengers in a |loud, noisy or boisterous tone of voice, or lay
hands upon the person or baggage of any person wi thout the express consent of such
person, or obstruct the movenent of any person, or follow any person for the purpose of
soliciting patronage.

95.17. Additional Passengers. No driver shall permt any other person to occupy or
ride in a taxicab unless the person or persons first enploying the taxicab shall request
or consent to the acceptance of additional passengers.

95.18. Overcrowding. No driver shall pernmit nore persons to be carried in a taxicab as
passengers than the rated seating capacity of his taxicab as stated in the license for
such vehicle issued by the city clerk. A child in arns shall not be counted as a
passenger. The rated seating capacity of each taxicab operated under this franchise
shal |l be determ ned by the police departnent and reported to the city clerk for inclusion
in the license certificate.

95.19. Refusal of Passengers. No driver shall refuse or neglect to convey any orderly
person or persons, upon request, unless previously engaged or unabl e or forbidden by the
provi sions of this chapter to do so.

95.20. Soliciting. No driver shall solicit business for any hotel or room ng house, or
attenpt to divert patronage fromone hotel to another, or use such vehicle for any
purpose other than the transporting of passengers and their |uggage.

95.21. Immral Purposes. No driver shall permt any person to occupy or use such
vehicle for the purpose of prostitution, |ewdness, or assignation, and it shall be

unl awful for the driver of any taxicab to direct or offer or agree to direct any person
to any place or person for the purpose of prostitution, |ewdness, or assignhation, and it
shal |l be unlawful to transport any person to any building, place or other person wth
know edge or reasonabl e cause to know that the purpose of such transportation is
prostitution, |ewdness or assignation.

95.22. Applicable to Airport. The foregoing provisions of sections 95.16 through 95.21
shall apply not only within the territorial limts of the city but shall apply also to
any and all taxicab driver, delivering, receiving or soliciting passengers on the
prem ses of the Rochester nunicipal airport.

95.23. Refusal to Pay. Subdivision 1. No taxi passenger shall refuse to pay the | ega
fare of any taxicab after having hired the sane, and no person shall hire any taxicab
with intent to defraud the grantee or driver of the value of such service.

Subd. 2. Wenever a taxicab driver suspects or believes that the prospective passenger
or passengers hiring a cab will be unable to pay the fare imredi ately upon conpletion of
the trip, the driver may require the estimated fare to be paid in advance, and upon
failure of the prospective passenger or passengers to pay the estimated fare in advance
the driver is not obligated to accept the trip.

95.24. Advertising. No franchisee shall permit advertising matter to be affixed to or
installed in or on the taxicabs, if such advertising matter interferes with the efficient
and safe operation of the taxicabs.

95.25. Malicious Calls. No person shall call for a taxicab and intentionally give an
erroneous nane or address or call for a taxicab not intending at the time of the call to
hire or use the sanme on arrival.



95.26. Police Duties. The police departnent shall watch and observe the conduct of
the franchi sees and drivers operating under franchi se, and prosecute any violation of the
provi sions of this chapter.

95.27. Reservation of Rights. The council expressly reserves the authority and power
to make any amendnents to any taxi franchise, and to adopt any other rul es and
regul ati ons which do not substantially inmpair the franchise or privilege granted but
whi ch are consi dered necessary or desirable for the public health or welfare or
consi dered necessary or desirable in the exercise of the general police power.

95.28. Revocation of Franchises. The council may revoke any taxi franchise on
30 days notice for any violation of this chapter.
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